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Natural Recipes for Cleaning Coffee Makers
Coffee makers should be cleaned once a month to remove deposits from hard water that can
affect the efficiency of the drip and to remove leftover residues from organic materials that can
cause a build up of bacteria. However, you should never clean your coffee maker with bleach or
other harsh store bought chemical cleaners. As part of our guide to homemade green cleaning
recipes, these recipes will provide you with safe, natural recipes for cleaning coffee makers.

Quick Facts: Health Hazards of Common Coffee
Maker Cleaners
- Sodium hypochlorite (bleach): See our guide to the hazards of chlorine bleach for reasons

why you should avoid this chemical.

- Trisodium phosphate: A common ingredient in many all purpose cleaners; causes swelling
and pain in the throat and pain or burning in the eyes, and nose if inhaled.

DIY Green Cleaning Recipes for Cleaning Coffee Makers
1. Vinegar and water cleaner: Add 1 part white vinegar to 2 parts water-enough to fill your

coffee pot. Add an empty filter, pour mixture into the machine, and then run through a normal
cycle to remove impurities and remove mineral deposits.

2. Lemon cleaner: Combine equal parts water with fresh squeezed lemon juice and pour into
your coffee maker. Run the solution through one cycle with an empty filter, and then run plain
water through twice to remove the lemon scent.

3. Baking soda cleaner: Dissolve 1/4 cup baking soda in a carafe of lukewarm water. Run the
cleaner through the coffeemaker, without a filter, for one cycle, and then run plain water
through once.

Dig Deeper: Chemicals in Typical Coffee Maker Cleaners
- Sodium hypochlorite: National Institutes of Health.

- Trisodium phosphate: National Institutes of Health.
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