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JASON ARAMBURU CREATES RE:CHAR TO FIGHT
CLIMATE CHANGE, SOLVE AGRICULTURE PROBLEMS
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Fighting climate change and food shortages in East Africa, Jason Aramburu’s re:char social enterprise has
created innovative products that can be used in developed nations, too. This green entrepreneur for change
has his eyes on solving multiple environmental and social problems using triple bottome line thinking to
create a revolution in agriculture and sustainability around the world.

How re:char is Reinventing Fertilizer and Fighting Global Warming

Jason Aramburu started re:char following the 2008 financial crisis after evaluating potential projects to
take on following the downturn. Having been inspired by the idea of using biochar as a soil amendment in
Panama, Jason decided to apply knowledge used in the Amazon basin where farmers there had been

burying charcoal in the ground for thousands of years as a way of improving a soil’s ability to capture and
retain nutrients.

Jason’s goal was to reinvent the use of charcoal for soil improvement in Africa while solving other problems at the same time
on a small localized level. He started by creating a rutuba kiln which is produced using repurposed oil barrels in mobile
factories made out of old shipping containers. These mobile factories can be installed anywhere in the world using local
supplies, making them a global solution.

Re:char sells the kilns made in these mobile factories to African farmers - either
outright or on a payment plan - for less than the cost of two bags of fertilizer (a year’s
worth). These farmers then burn waste such as sugar cane waste, leaves, corn cobs,
and so forth to create biochar. Energy created during the process can be used as
power, and the resulting biochar can also be used as a cooking fuel. They then teach
the farmers how to use the biochar to fertilize their fields.

Biochar offers climate change benefits as well since it is the only source of energy that
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is carbon negative. In other words, as biochar is produced, it extracts carbon from the e I
air, which is then buried in the ground so that it can’t re-enter the climate system. st x
Within six months, most farmers reap enough savings from the kiln through fuel

savings and increased crop yields to pay for the kiln. The kilns can also be purchased by anyone in the US or around the world
wishing to make their own biochar at home.

Re:char also now sells Black Revolution, which is the world’s first carbon-negative replacement for soil. A combination of
coconut coir, biochar, and compost, Black Revolution can be used by hobby farmers, backyard gardeners, and virtually anyone
else interested in improving their soil without contributing to climate change. Bags sell for $25, enough for 4-5 potted plants,
with free shipping in the US.

About this Entrepreneur for a Change: Jason Aramburu

A graduate of Princeton University with a degree in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, and a certificate in Environmental
Studies, Jason is an avid researcher in both the lab and the field. He’s participated in research through the Smithsonian Tropical
Research Institute in Panama, as well as the Carbon Mitigation Initiative at Princeton. Jason was a Social Innovation Fellow at
the 2010 Pop!Tech conference, an Echoing Green fellow, was chosen for Forbes 30 Under 30: Social Entrepreneurs list in 2012,
and has spoken at a TED conference, too.
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Lorna Li is a business coach, entrepreneur and Amazon rainforest crusader, with a passion for green business, social

Follow me on

FOR A CHANGE

enterprise, and indigenous wisdom. She helps changemaking entrepreneurs harness the power of the Internet to reach
more people and make a bigger impact, while designing the lifestyle of their dreams. She is an Internet marketing consultant to changemakers,
and works with innovative tech startups, sustainable brands, social enterprises & B-Corporations on SEO, SEM & Social Media marketing.
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Framework

I've built dozens of custom WordPress websites using both free and premium WordPress
TAKE WORDPRESS . . : . .
themes. If | were going to do it all over again, | would have built every single one on the

F U RT H E R Genesis Framework.

i 7 B BN dNINE Genesis Framework is not only easily customizable through Genesis hooks, it's search
engine optimized and doesn't break with each core WordPress update. Instead of burning
up all my precious entrepreneurial time dealing with never-ending bug fixes, | can now

GET GENESIS

focus on marketing and monetization.

Find Out More About Genesis Below:

==> Why | Recommend the Genesis Framework < ==
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Testimonials

Tara Kekaha from Oakland was about to launch a new online business promoting sustainable
tourism and accommodation. She trying to determine what kind of website she needed to power
her business, in addition to the best way to name it. | can’t say enough about Lorna’s expertise in
this field. So many options and routes to take when you’re starting out. I'm starting my new
business and have questions about choosing a domain name — Do hyphenated names work? How

do | choose what domains to purchase? What types of names are going to be successful for SEQ?
Does .co work as well as .com? She clearly has a lot of experience and (I'm sure) has saved me a lot
of time, work, and worry. It’s good to know there’s someone there who cares about changing the world, being green, and has
all that experience to boot.”

- Tara Kehaka, Consultant at Mountain Sobek Travel
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ABOUT ENTREPRENEURS FOR A
CHANGE

Entrepreneurs for a Change is a podcast, community, and resource for entrepreneurs who are changing the world and the way wi gdbusiness. Wes t business for good, not business a
usual. We are about making impact, while making profit. We are about loving our work, rather than hating our jobs. We area bout i i #hat supports our lifestyle rather than wd
that takes over our lives. We are here to show you how you can have passionate work and adventure in life, though the mentors ,. fentreprenkeurs who are already doing it

JOIN OUR VIP | \

COMMUNITY

Get your FREE Business Changemaker’s Toolkit & receive valuable updates, resources and more to help you grow a changem
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