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How TOMS Shoes is Solving Footwear for the Extremely Poor

If you’ve had shoes on your feet your whole life, you may have never experienced the

challenges of living without them. Without shoes, children are more prone to injury and

disease – especially diseases transmitted through soil. Cuts and scrapes can develop into

serious infections, some of which are life threatening. The social entrepreneurs from TOMS

shoes have got a solution through its buy one give one program.

Without shoes, children are often hindered from receiving an education. After all, it’s difficult

to walk to school if you face injury and pain. As a result, those children with shoes tend to be

healthier and experience more success in school.

For all of these reasons and more TOMS Shoes is working to bring good quality shoes to some of the poorest communities in

the world. Their One for One program was one of the first launched by a social enterprise. It works by donating one pair of

shoes to deserving communities for every pair of shoes purchased. In 2010 alone, TOMS gave over 1 million pair of shoes to

children around the world.

TOMS is careful to select communities and individuals who truly cannot afford to

purchase their own shoes. They seek out communities that will benefit most from

TOMS shoes due to health, economic, and educational needs. They are also careful to

work in communities where they will not harm local businesses that are in the shoe retail business. The company even returns

to the same community throughout the years to ensure children have shoes that will fit them as they grow, and has launched a

new website for gifts that give back.
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TOMS Shoes was founded by Blake Mycoskie in 2007 and has been instrumental in

expanding the concept of buy one get one in other social enterprises around the world.

His vision developed after witnessing the hardships of children facing extreme poverty

in Argentina. One year after returning to his home in the US, Blake went back to hand-

place 10,000 pairs of shoes for children.

Blake has received many awards, including the People’s Design Award from the

Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum as well as the Award for Corporate Excellence

(ACE) from the Secretary of State, Hillary Rodham Clinton. Blake is a serial entrepreneur and adventure seeker. He even

competed on the Amazing Race where he and his sister came within minutes of claiming the $1 million prize.
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This Wordpress Theme is Powered by Genesis
Framework

I've built dozens of custom WordPress websites using both free and premium WordPress

themes. If I were going to do it all over again, I would have built every single one on the

Genesis Framework.

Genesis Framework is not only easily customizable through Genesis hooks, it's search

engine optimized and doesn't break with each core WordPress update. Instead of burning

up all my precious entrepreneurial time dealing with never-ending bug fixes, I can now

focus on marketing and monetization.

Find Out More About Genesis Below:

==> Why I Recommend the Genesis Framework < ==

Follow me on
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Admin
Chief Evolutionary Officer at Entrepreneurs for a Change

Lorna Li is a business coach, entrepreneur and Amazon rainforest crusader, with a passion for green business, social
enterprise, and indigenous wisdom. She helps changemaking entrepreneurs harness the power of the Internet to reach
more people and make a bigger impact, while designing the lifestyle of their dreams. She is an Internet marketing consultant to changemakers,
and works with innovative tech startups, sustainable brands, social enterprises & B-Corporations on SEO, SEM & Social Media marketing.
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Why Self-Limiting Beliefs are Deadly to Entrepreneurs
1 comment • 2 years ago

LIfeCoachShaun — Lorna, Great Post. Awareness about limiting
beliefs is a great first step. People simply don't understand how
powerful our beliefs are. I like to say …

[E4C39] Create Your Freedom Business & Work From
Anywhere – Nomadtopia – Amy Scott
1 comment • 2 years ago

Chris Jankulovski — Good thing there'she a transcript of the
conversation. I forgot my headset and can't boost the speaker
my laptop here in the library. Anyway, I …

5 Online Business Ideas & Revenue Models for Lifestyle
Entrepreneurs
4 comments • 3 years ago

Sarah Steckler — Great post! I love your site and am so glad I just
found it :)

Pros & Cons of AirBNB for Lifestyle Business
Entrepreneurs
2 comments • 2 years ago

Lorna Li — Tim Conley Thanks so much for your kind words.
actually intend to do a mini online course on how to do these
videos. It's been super fun discovering …
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“

Tara Kekaha from Oakland was about to launch a new online business promoting sustainable

tourism and accommodation. She trying to determine what kind of website she needed to power

her business, in addition to the best way to name it. I can’t say enough about Lorna’s expertise in

this field. So many options and routes to take when you’re starting out. I’m starting my new

business and have questions about choosing a domain name — Do hyphenated names work? How

do I choose what domains to purchase? What types of names are going to be successful for SEO?

Does .co work as well as .com? She clearly has a lot of experience and (I’m sure) has saved me a lot

of time, work, and worry. It’s good to know there’s someone there who cares about changing the world, being green, and has

all that experience to boot.”

– Tara Kehaka, Consultant at Mountain Sobek Travel

Testimonials
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Entrepreneurs for a Change is a podcast, community, and resource for entrepreneurs who are changing the world and the way we do business. We are about business for good, not business as
usual. We are about making impact, while making profit. We are about loving our work, rather than hating our jobs. We area bout designing a business that supports our lifestyle rather than work
that takes over our lives. We are here to show you how you can have passionate work and adventure in life, though the mentorship of entrepreneurs who are already doing it
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