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How SunNight Solar and Bogo Light are Bringing Renewable Energy and
Illumination to the Poor

“We design and manufacture solar powered products which have a positive impact on people and the

planet”

That’s the mission statement of social enterprise SunNight Solar. Up to 2 billion people worldwide

don’t have access to affordable illumination for everyday living. For those of us who have access to

light all of the time, it may be surprising to realize how much the lack of it impacts quality of life. People in developing

countries without light cannot cook, read, study, or do other household work after dark, which can severely limit their ability to

pull themselves out of poverty. These are some of the problems the green company is trying to solve.

SunNight solar-powered flashlights offer many advantages to conventional lighting for those

living in developing countries:

Affordability: Those with a very small income cannot afford to purchase disposable

batteries or electricity (if available) on a regular basis. Yet the average family in the developing world spends between 20%

and 30% of their disposable income on illumination for kerosene, candles, or conventional lighting. The financial savings

for those who live on less than $2 per day with a solar powered flashlight are tremendous.

Long lasting light: The SunNight solar flashlight lasts between 750 and 1,000 individual nights of use for six to eight

hours each. That means those who own and use these flashlights can do so for years before they need to replace the

batteries.

Always ready: When properly positioned to collect solar energy, the SunNight solar flashlight is always ready. This is in

contrast to conventional battery-powered flashlights that discharge their power 3% every month when shoved in a drawer.

Of course, there are obvious environmental benefits as well. By choosing rechargeables instead of disposable batteries, these
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flashlights result in much less toxic battery waste. More importantly, by using renewable energy, the SunNight solar flashlight

doesn’t contribute to climate change.

Their new BoGo Light (buy one get one) program allows anyone living in the US to purchase a SunNight Solar flashlight for $39

to $49 (plus shipping and handling) to donate an identical flashlight to someone living in extreme poverty. These flashlights

are distributed through nonprofit organizations. SunNight pays for the shipping of the lights to the developing country and

provides $1 per light to the nonprofit for distribution expenses.

And SunNight doesn’t stop there. They are currently developing some new products that will expand their ability to tackle

illumination problems for the poor. One of these innovations will be a fixed place solar powered room illumination system that

will come with a two-watt solar panel, rechargeable battery pack, and four LED lights. The set will also include two solar

lanterns, a solar mobile phone charger, and solar UV water treatment unit. They are also researching the possibility of applying

their designs to a system that would negatively impact mosquitoes that carry malaria by killing or repelling them.

About this Entrepreneur for a Change: Mark Bent

SunNight Solar and the BoGo program were founded by Mark Bent in 2006. Following

a tour of duty as a marine, and then with the American Diplomatic Corps in countries

like Nigeria, Kenya, Iraq, Bosnia, and Tunisia, Mark was well aware of the importance

of lighting. More importantly, his time in some of the poorest countries in the world impressed upon him the negative impact

the lack of lighting could have on development and the quality of life for those living in poverty around the world. His social

enterprise was the answer to this problem.

Since establishing SunNight Solar, Mark has been given several awards. He has been named one of the top CEOs of “Green

Firms” in 2007 by Grist. In addition, Mark’s SunNight Solar venture was named one of the best new emerging energy technology

companies in 2006 by Rice University.
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This Wordpress Theme is Powered by Genesis
Framework

I've built dozens of custom WordPress websites using both free and premium WordPress

themes. If I were going to do it all over again, I would have built every single one on the

Genesis Framework.

Genesis Framework is not only easily customizable through Genesis hooks, it's search

engine optimized and doesn't break with each core WordPress update. Instead of burning

up all my precious entrepreneurial time dealing with never-ending bug fixes, I can now

focus on marketing and monetization.

Find Out More About Genesis Below:

==> Why I Recommend the Genesis Framework < ==

Follow me on
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Admin
Chief Evolutionary Officer at Entrepreneurs for a Change

Lorna Li is a business coach, entrepreneur and Amazon rainforest crusader, with a passion for green business, social
enterprise, and indigenous wisdom. She helps changemaking entrepreneurs harness the power of the Internet to reach
more people and make a bigger impact, while designing the lifestyle of their dreams. She is an Internet marketing consultant to changemakers,
and works with innovative tech startups, sustainable brands, social enterprises & B-Corporations on SEO, SEM & Social Media marketing.
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“

Tara Kekaha from Oakland was about to launch a new online business promoting sustainable

tourism and accommodation. She trying to determine what kind of website she needed to power

her business, in addition to the best way to name it. I can’t say enough about Lorna’s expertise in

this field. So many options and routes to take when you’re starting out. I’m starting my new

business and have questions about choosing a domain name — Do hyphenated names work? How

do I choose what domains to purchase? What types of names are going to be successful for SEO?

Does .co work as well as .com? She clearly has a lot of experience and (I’m sure) has saved me a lot

of time, work, and worry. It’s good to know there’s someone there who cares about changing the world, being green, and has

all that experience to boot.”

– Tara Kehaka, Consultant at Mountain Sobek Travel

Testimonials
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Entrepreneurs for a Change is a podcast, community, and resource for entrepreneurs who are changing the world and the way we do business. We are about business for good, not business as
usual. We are about making impact, while making profit. We are about loving our work, rather than hating our jobs. We area bout designing a business that supports our lifestyle rather than work
that takes over our lives. We are here to show you how you can have passionate work and adventure in life, though the mentorship of entrepreneurs who are already doing it
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