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Social Entrepreneurs Create Clean Birth Kits, Stunning
Embroidery to Alleviate Female Poverty
Posted on Thursday, May 24, 2012 By Maryruth Belsey Priebe
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Some of the most innovative, high-impact

social enterprises can be found in the finalist

lists of competitions.  Check out these two

award-winning, women-founded social

entrepreneurships that are creating a better

world for girls and women in India and

Pakistan by providing education,

employment, and health products.

 

BLISS Social Enterprise Empowering Adolescent Girls through Sustainable Embroidery

Employment

Many girls in Pakistan are not permitted to

attend school because of their gender, which
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severely limits their ability to earn an

income, overcome poverty, and become

self-empowered. But BLISS (Business and Life

Skills School) is looking to change that by

establishing a girls-only school where

adolescent females attend classes for three

hours daily and spend another hour

developing business and life skills.

Established by social entrepreneur Saba Gul, a computer science grad from MIT, BLISS has

rescued girls born into refugee families who had been forced to work 14 hours per day rather

than receive an education. The girls are taught basics in education as well as things such as

embroidery skills.

The products they create are used by manufacturers to create handbags that sell in luxury

goods marketplaces, profiting the girls $18 for each completed piece of embroidery. This

makes it possible for the girls to financially support their families while receiving an

education.

Gul has earned all kinds of awards for her high-impact social entrepreneurship, including a

partnership with the MIT Sloan Entrepreneurs for International Development (SEID), a

fellowship at The Unreasonable Institute, and interviews with prominent news agencies,

including NBC and the Huffington Post. She is most recently a finalist on the 2012 Echoing

Green list.

AYZH Improving Physical Working Conditions for Rural Women in India

Women in developing countries typically

face tremendous physical challenges and

poor health care for their unique needs.

Pronounced “eyes”, AYZH Health and

Livelihood Private Ltd. is a social enterprise

that aims to produce and supply products for

women that help them achieve better health

care and a higher standard of living. They’re
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taking a for-profit approach to developing,

commercializing, and scaling low-cost, high-quality products that rural women want and need

to help improve their standard of living.

The JANMA, for instance, is a $2 clean birth kit that helps to reduce child infection and

maternal mortality due to giving birth in unclean environments. Women in India source the

materials and assemble the kits themselves, and then sell them within their community

through an established network of pharmacies, women-focused organizations, and clinics to

help improve one another’s wellbeing.

Another product they’ve created is the Sheba Water Filter, which provides high quality

drinking water for families at a low cost. The enterprise was founded by Zubaida Bai and

Kellen McMartin through a sustainability program at Colorado State University. They have also

been recognized numerous times – AYZH was a finalist for an INDEX Award in 2011, a finalist in

the 2012 Echoing Green list, and is competing in the Dell Social Innovation Competition.
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3 Inspiring Women Social Entrepreneurs

Creating Transformational Tech

Awamaki: Women Weaving Their Way Out

of Poverty

Global Grassroots: Empowering Female

Entrepreneurs at the Grassroots Level

Camfed: Creating Social Change Through

Education

Water.org: Bringing Clean Water To the

World

 

This post was written by:

Maryruth Belsey Priebe
Maryruth has been seeking the keys to environmental justice - both at home
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Maryruth has been seeking the keys to environmental justice - both at home

and at work - for over a decade. Growing up adjacent to wild spaces, Maryruth developed a

healthy respect (and whimsical appreciation) for things non-human, but her practical mind

constantly draws her down to earth to ponder tangible solutions to complex eco-

problems.

With interests that range from green living to green business, sustainable building designs

to organic gardening practices, ecosystem restoration to environmental health, Maryruth

has been exploring and writing about earth-matters for most of her life. Of special interest

is the subject of ecopsychology and the role the natural world plays in the long-term

health and well-being of humanity. You can learn more about Maryruth's work at

www.JadeCreative.ca.

Enjoy this post?

Use the social buttons below to add it on your favorite social sites or send it via email. Also,

subscribe to posts via RSS or by email to get the latest on blogging tips, social media, and

other information for successful bloggers.
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The Green Business Entrepreneurs Success Summit

Dear Readers,

You are invited to the Green

Business Entrepreneurs Success

Summit - a virtual, week long,

alternative Green MBA designed to

take you through the stages of

green entrepreneurship, while

providing you with practical

strategies, tactics, and tools to

succeed.

Whether you are an aspiring green entrepreneur or have a sustainable business you

want to take to the next level, you will get valuable information just by attending this

event series.

You'll discover how these fascinating people came up with brilliant ideas, and against

all odds, succeeded at creating successful sustainable businesses and social
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Convert webpages to pdf online with PDFmyURL

http://gmtv.me/gbess
http://gmtv.me/gbess
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf


enterprises that are transforming the world.

Click Here to Attend this FREE Event

Comments

Humor Stories says:
Friday, June 8, 2012 at 3:14 am

Hello Maryruth Belsey Priebe this article is great but I don’t agree with you,

believe me I’m also from pakistan and now today, every person send their daughters to

school. yeh in past almost 10 years ago people don’t send their girls but now everybody

send, i don’t from where you got the information that pakistan people don’t send girls to

school. Literacy rate is low but not for girls also for boys which show that sending girl to

school inst problem,the problem is that 33% people are poor they don’t send send girls

and even boys to school. There should be NGO and other institue who provide aid for such

families so that boys and girls can study, hope my comment will help. what you say?
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