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Social Enterprises Provide Space to Charities, Artists
Posted on Tuesday, January 17, 2012 By Maryruth Belsey Priebe
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Empty spaces breed dead communities, and

can attract the wrong kind of attention. But

several social enterprises are working hard to

combat these problems by creating

collaborations between landlords and

creative groups to help revitalize

communities and provide much-needed

space to organizations in need of a place to

call home.

Social Enterprise Makes Empty Commercial

Buildings Available to Charities

Finding affordable, short-term office space from which to operate can be a real challenge for

cash-strapped charities, but no longer with the help of 3Space. This fantastic idea comes out

of the UK where 3Space makes it easier for charitable organizations to operate by offering

them temporary housing in vacant properties.
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This organization matches landlords who have short-term properties available with charities

needing space for short contracts. 3Space takes care of all the administrative details –

advertising the property, finding users, and getting legal documents signed – which reduces

the burden on landlords. In exchange, the charitable organizations get the space they need

for the time they need it. Projects like The Big Empty Shop Experiment and Foodcycle’s pop-

up restaurant have both taken advantage of this option.

Artists Find Homes in Empty Buildings

through Social Enterprise

Another great project, Renew Australia,

connects artists and community projects

with commercial spaces sitting vacant on a

temporary and/or low-cost basis to ensure

they’re used until a full-paying renter comes

along. This helps to revitalize downtown

communities while giving starving artists and

other creative groups a place to do their magic. Their stated mission is “to catalyse

community renewal, economic development, the arts and creative industries across

Australia.”

The great news is that Renew Australia will be expanding to America to spread the social

enterprise idea far and wide. Both Canada and the US will benefit from this expansion in the

next couple of months. The site also includes DIY resources that help you put together a

creative space reuse program in your own community.

Runa Amazon Guayusa: A Social Enterprise
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Runa Amazon Guayusa: A Social Enterprise

That Empowers Indigenous Farmers in

Ecuador [VIDEO]

Green Entrepreneur Interview: Kim Alter

of seToolbelt for Social Enterprises

What is a Social Entrepreneur?

The Ultimate Guide to Social

Entrepreneur Funding

Get Your Social or Environmental

Enterprise Off the Ground With SEE

 

This post was written by:

Maryruth Belsey Priebe
Maryruth has been seeking the keys to environmental justice - both at home

and at work - for over a decade. Growing up adjacent to wild spaces, Maryruth developed a

healthy respect (and whimsical appreciation) for things non-human, but her practical mind

constantly draws her down to earth to ponder tangible solutions to complex eco-

problems.

With interests that range from green living to green business, sustainable building designs

to organic gardening practices, ecosystem restoration to environmental health, Maryruth

has been exploring and writing about earth-matters for most of her life. Of special interest

is the subject of ecopsychology and the role the natural world plays in the long-term

health and well-being of humanity. You can learn more about Maryruth's work at

www.JadeCreative.ca.
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Enjoy this post?

Use the social buttons below to add it on your favorite social sites or send it via email. Also,

subscribe to posts via RSS or by email to get the latest on blogging tips, social media, and

other information for successful bloggers.
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Green Marketing TV a business blog
for green and social entrepreneurs -
entrepreneurs who care about
people, profits, and the planet.

Our mission is to provide socially
responsible entrepreneurs with
marketing strategies, tips and tools
that help them grow their small to

medium sized businesses. We offer insightful entrepreneur
interviews, news coverage of inspiring organizations,
actionable marketing advice, and useful guides on how to
start and grow a triple bottom line business, without going
crazy.
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The Green Business Entrepreneurs Success Summit

Dear Readers,

You are invited to the Green

Business Entrepreneurs Success

Summit - a virtual, week long,

alternative Green MBA designed to

take you through the stages of

green entrepreneurship, while

providing you with practical

strategies, tactics, and tools to

succeed.

Whether you are an aspiring green entrepreneur or have a sustainable business you

want to take to the next level, you will get valuable information just by attending this

event series.

You'll discover how these fascinating people came up with brilliant ideas, and against

all odds, succeeded at creating successful sustainable businesses and social

enterprises that are transforming the world.

Click Here to Attend this FREE Event
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